Chapter XXIX
THE SIGNING OF THE TRUCE

Where small and great, where weak and mighty made
To servej not suffer, strengthen, not invade;
More powerful each as needful to the rest
And, in proportion as it blesses, bless d.

The mountains also shall bring peace: and the little hills righteousness unto the
people.

The kings ofTharsis and of the Isles shall give presents: the kings of Arabia and
Saba shall bring gifts.

PSALM LXXIL

NEXT day Seiyun emptied. Uncle Bubakr from Hureidha, his son 'Alawi,
the Mansab of Meshhed and his brother and other 'Attas Seiyids had been
staying in the house. They were anxious that I should go up the "Wadi
'Amd and sign on the Jada, but there was still much to do in Wadi Hadhra-
maut and I promised to go later on. In the meantime they took D. off with
them and she and 'Alawi were to go up the wadi and see what the situation
was.

From Hureidha they visited every village up the wadi to 'Amd, the
capital* 'Alawi and his Javanese servant rode one camel and D. and Jamila,
the Al 'Attas maid and a woman of character, rode the other. Jamila
taught D. beduin war songs and when she had learnt them they proceeded
up the wadi singing duets. VD, took down details of thirty-two major
'feuds in the wadi. Almost everywhere the villages were divided against
themselves and everywhere the cry was the same: "Give us peace." One
gentleman discussed the matter from a second-storey window. He
apologised for not coming down but explained he was busy carrying on a
war single-handed against all his neighbours. Another had said: "We
want peace, we're sick of fighting. Bring us peace and settled Government."

During the next few day* I visited Tarim where in two days the whole
of the Tamimi signed on and in following days came the Jabir, Bajri,
'Awamir, JoH, Ma'ara and Madhi. The truce in fact had become more
infectious than an outbreak of measles. Nothing could have been more